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AHRI Releases March 2017 U.S. Heating and Cooling Equipment Shipment Data 
 
Residential Storage Water Heaters 
U.S. shipments of residential gas storage water heaters for March 2017 increased 12.5 percent 
to 423,787 units, up from 376,766 units shipped in March 2016. Residential electric storage 
water heater shipments increased 17.2 percent in March 2017 to 401,754 units, up from 
342,669 units shipped in March 2016.  
 

 
 

For the year-to-date, U.S. shipments of residential gas storage water heaters increased 6.7 
percent to 1,156,644, compared to 1,083,761 shipped during that same period in 2016. 
Residential electric storage water heater shipments increased 9.9 percent year-to-date to 
1,097,558 units, compared to 998,372 shipped during the same period in 2016.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Commercial Storage Water Heaters 
Commercial gas storage water heater shipments increased 3.5 percent in March 2017 to 9,976 
units, up from 9,634 units shipped in March 2016. Commercial electric storage water heater 
shipments increased 20.1 percent in March 2017 to 12,546 units, up from 10,445 units shipped 
in March 2016.  
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Year-to-date U.S. shipments of commercial gas storage water heaters increased 1.3 percent to 
25,761 units, compared with 25,421 units shipped during the same period in 2016. Year-to-date 
commercial electric storage water heater shipments increased 28.4 percent to 34,422 units, up 
from 26,810 units shipped during the same period in 2016. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Warm Air Furnaces 
U.S. shipments of gas warm air furnaces for March 2017 increased 6.2 percent to 242,530 
units, up from 228,343 units shipped in March 2016. Oil warm air furnace shipments increased 
4.8 percent to 2,304 units in March 2017, up from 2,198 units shipped in March 2016. 

 

 



 

 

 

Year-to-date U.S. shipments of gas warm air furnaces increased 6.7 percent to 658,540 units, 
compared with 616,990 units shipped during the same period in 2016. Year-to-date U.S. 
Shipments of oil warm air furnaces decreased 2.3 percent 7,897 units, compared with 8,086 
units shipped during the same period in 2016. 
 

 
 
Central Air Conditioners and Air-Source Heat Pumps 
U.S. shipments of central air conditioners and air-source heat pumps totaled 780,712 units in 
March 2017, up 8.4 percent from 720,084 units shipped in March 2016. U.S. shipments of air 
conditioners increased 10.7 percent to 517,518 units, up from 467,666 units shipped in March 
2016. U.S. shipments of air-source heat pumps increased 4.3 percent to 263,194 units, up from 
252,418 units shipped in March 2016.  
 

 
 
Year-to-date combined shipments of central air conditioners and air-source heat pumps 
increased 8.2 percent to 1,711,938 units, up from 1,581,606 units shipped in March 2016. Year-
to-date shipments of central air conditioners increased 8.1 percent to 1,081,918 units, up from 
1,000,663 units shipped during the same period in 2016. The year-to-date total for heat pump 
shipments increased 8.4 percent to 630,020 units, up from 580,943 units shipped during the 
same period in 2016. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

U.S. Manufacturers’ Shipments of Central Air Conditioners and Air-Source Heat Pumps 
                                              

   
             
BTUHs of 64.9 and below are for residential units; 65.0 and above for commercial. 
 
NOTE: A shipment is defined as when a unit transfers ownership; a consignment is not a 
transfer of ownership. Industry data is aggregated from the information supplied by AHRI 
member companies that participate in the statistics program and can be subject to revision. 
Published year-to-date data is inclusive of all revisions. No other AHRI data (e.g., by state or 
region) is available to the general public other than that published. AHRI does not conduct any 
market forecasting and is not qualified to discuss market trends. For previous monthly shipment 
releases and historical data, please see http://www.ahrinet.org/statistics.  
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About AHRI 
The Air-Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI) is the trade association 
representing manufacturers of air conditioning, heating, and commercial refrigeration, and water 
heating equipment. An internationally recognized advocate for the industry, AHRI develops 
standards for and certifies the performance of many of these products. AHRI’s 300+ member 
companies manufacture quality, efficient, and innovative residential and commercial air 
conditioning, space heating, water heating, and commercial refrigeration equipment and 
components for sale in North America and around the world.  
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